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Fort Venango and Fort Duquesne were not those
of seaboard Virginia but of America,

Many are the great men who have owed their
debt to a mother's loving helpfulness and alert
understanding. Marshall, on the other hand, was
his father's child. "My father," he was wont to
declare in after years, "was a far abler man than
any of his sons. To him I owe the solid foundations
of all my success in life." What were these solid
foundations? One was a superb physical constitu-
tion; another was a taste for intellectual delights;
and to the upbuilding of both these in his son>
Thomas Marshall devoted himself with enthusiasm
and masculine good sense, aided on the one hand
by a very select library consisting of Shakespeare,
Milton, Dryden, and Pope, and on the other by the
ever fresh invitation of the mountainside to health-
giving sports.

Pope was the lad's especial textbook, and wre
are told that he had transcribed the whole of the
Essay on Man by the time he was twelve and some
of the Moral Essays as well, besides having "com-
mitted to memory many of the most interesting
passages of that distinguished poet." The result
is to be partially discerned many years later in
certain tricks of Marshall's style; but indeed the